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For some, the road trip is a rite of passage steeped in epic 
tradition of biblical scale (PAGE 12). For others, its justa 
typical Sunday commute to Mars Hill (PAGE 13). 
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A Welcome To First-time Readers 

Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the "voice of the people" known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
à durch based inthe greater Seat aro, Wee) Sunday gatherings are Sonne, Balard, nd West Seale, 
Events, aces, and smal! groups meet throughout the week. Ifyou itus on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
fora casual troduction to our church community For more information, teaching, music, and mare, Vt our webs at 
Wum marshilichurcharg. And check out Vox Pop Neto (voxpopnetwork com) for nore ales and content 
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Sontent trom Mars Hill Church 


VOX POP i aiso 


And the Vox Pop Network grew in stature 


and wisdom... 


By Elsabeth Krohn 





Since its launch in March of 2007, Mars Hil bloggers con- 
"riuting ta the Vox Pop Network (voxpoonetwari com) have 
been quite busy tying ta fulfil ts mission: ta share the story 
of Mass Hil Church, testifying to lives transformed by Jesus, 
and engaging in our surrounding culture through the lens 
ofthe Gospel 

What does all that mean? For Shoreline (voxpopnet: 
workcomshorelne), s Pastor JD's weekly instalment of 
Me at the Dahiman home (Toy Purgatory and all. For MH 
Arts (vaxpopnetwork.com/mharts, its Doug Finfrock shar 
ing how he not only got his eyesight back, buta whale new 
appreciation for God's creation. For ne Church One Vilage 
(worpopnetwork.comyocov) t's Kabyn Begg or Kevin Stout 
sharing their experiences wih the AIDS pandemic while 
serving in Loskop, South Aca, W th just afew examples 
les easyto see that Jesus is doing a latin and through a latot 
people and ministries at Mars HII in a lot of diferent ways. 

Not oniy is the Vox Pap Netwark creating great content, 
but its also growing. Since March, we're proud to have 
welcomed two new blogs into the network: 




















Life on Mars - Launched in Apri, the goal of Life on Mars 
is, in the wards of blag administrator Daniete Montemayor, 
tm “welcome people to see what communty looks lke 
at Mars Hill The blog wil contain up-to-date Community 
Group stings and leadership development insights. It is a 
place for Community Group pastos, coaches, and leaders 








ta regulary document the lessons leamed, victories won, 
and struggles faced as we ive out authentic and intimate 
munity at Mars Hil vospopnetworkcony/tfeonmars 


Reforming the Feminine - Puling fom the hearts and 
minds of a handful af Mars Hil women in varying Ife stages 
this blog by the W omen's Ministry seeks to provide an hon 
fest glimpse into what it means far women to pursue God, 
seek change, comment on culture, and create community, 
Adriel Hand, the blog's administrator, says, "There's honesty 
in what we're wrting that think wil encourage other women. 
"o know Jesus and to know that they are not alone in their 
strug fomingtheferinine 











5" voxpopnetwork com/ 





Take some time to look ever these new blogs, as well as the 
rest of the great content offered up atthe Vox Pop Network 
And subscribing to our content is easy, either by veiting 
vorpopnetwarkcom or each individual blog. 

Last but not least, a blg thank to all who have contrib- 
uted to documenting the story of how Jesus s working at 
Mars Hi through the VPN, and to al those who are enjoying 
the content we provide on a daly basis. i 











Interested in being a part of the creative work we're doing 
with the Vox Pop Network (storytelling, amateur photogra- 
phy and videography)? MH members are welcome to getin- 
volved by emailing elisabeth marshilchurch org. Elisabeth 
Krohn is Mars HIN Church's web content administrat 


One shaved head, an 18-foot ice cream 
sundae, and a whole lot of Bible trivia 


Recap: First Annual Children's Ministry Quiz-Off 


By TeraL Miler 





Would you be smarter than a fist-grader when it comes t 
Bible tria? These Mars Hil kids confidently proved their 
knowledge of Scripture while representing their peers and 
campuses at the Fist Annual MH Children's Ministry Quiz 
on, 

arly last month atthe Ballard Campus, thirty-two ch 
fren ages four through nine participated inthe game show- 
esque event led by Q ulz Master (and MH Children's Ministry 
Volunteer, Eric Stark. With near forty supporters of friends 
and famiy in the audience, the chidren were front and cen- 
ter, grouped by their home campus: fourteen chidren from 
Balard, twelve from Shoreline, and six from W est eate, 

A lot was at stake. The winning team would be awarded 
an 18-foot ice cream sundae and have the honor of display 
ing an engraved trophy at their campus unti next years Quiz 
(Of The losing team would sacrifice the campus director's 
head of hai Thats right - risking a shaved head to encour. 
age our young theologians to study the W ord! 

Anticipating the competition, the chien had studied 
questions taken from recent sermon series: Vintage Jesus, 
Redeeming Ruth, and Nehemiah. Wilh preparation help rom 
parents and Children's Ministry volunteers verte past year, 
the teams were eagerly awaiting the chance to step up to the 
buzzer and test their knowledge. 

Tension filed the air as the fist representative from 
each campus climbed onto the stage. Hands were to remain 
at their side until the question was asked, and then t was a 
race to sound the buzzer. After each question was answered 
torecti, the chid spun a wheel to see how many points 
would be awarded to their team. 





Questions included: In John 14:6, what three things 
does Jesus say he &? How did Boaz provide for Ruth? 
How long was Nehemiah in Jerusalem before he started to 
rebuild? 


[At the end of over an hour of intense competition, the 


scores were talied. Palms sweating and eager ears walted 
for the final announcement, while each of the campus direc- 
tors awalted the fate of their hair! 

Drum rall, please. 


The Shoreline team was the winner wth 6200 paints 
Runner up with 5700 points went to the team from West 
Sealte In last place with 4800 points, the Ballard team sat 
in disbelief while campus director, Pastor Dick Mckinley, 
went under the razor. 

Thank you to ali the faithful chidren (and ther parents!) 
who committed to studying Scripture for this event. Keep up 
the good work, and we'l see you no year fora rematch! iv 





MH member Tera L, Miler contibutes regularly to Vox Pop. 


JUN JUL AUG 


MHC | ballard 
north ofthe ballara bridge — 
1201 nw leary way 


sunday services — Sam, 11am, 5pm, sunday service ~ 10:30 am 
BBQ at Lincoln Park - wednesday 


47pm (no childcare during the 7pm] 


MHC | west seattle MHC | shoreline 
7551 38th Avenue SW 


schirmer auditorium (crista) - 
greenwood ave n &n 196th st 


sunday services - 9:15am & 11:18am. 
BBA at Edmonds City Park — 


BBA at Gas Works Park - wednesday nights beginning 7/11. rng your own wednesday nights beginning 7/11. Bring 
rights beginning 7/11, Bring your own | meat, everything elso provided: 7pm unt your own meat, everything else provided 


‘ide dish and drinks; moat provided: 6 


dusk dota at marsileburch or) 


to Spm (details at marilchurch org) 





to Spm (dotails at marsilchurch.ore) 
07.14 1pm - Redeeming Female 
Senuality seminar 








support groups 
metn wockiy: designed to kindly and fiiy bring about a new way of He 
m Jesus, Y addon abuse, or othr ting eacumstances ect your He, 
Contact (208) 708-4892 or caro@marshlehurchors 








marshillchurch.org/feeds: subscribe to weekly omal! podcasts, etc | voxpepnetwork.com: content trom various MH ministries 











redeeming female sexuality 
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READ ANY GOOD 
BOOKS LATELY? 

Check outthe official Mars Hill Church 
recommended reading list, now online: 
marshillchurch.org/contenl/readinglist, 
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A MONTHLY 
TASTE OF 


TRENDS, 
CULTURE, 
& EVENTS 


Send our Sia Pack suggestions: 


Venen marsilhunhong 


iPhone does look pret fe 


2012 London Olym, 
The Olmpies conte ts 









kinks that 
Bütmost. 


lcs logo 
Ve descent Into infamy 


with last month's unvellng of the logo for the 
2012 London Summer Games. London's Design 


Museum founder Steph 


$800,000 design “a puerle mess, an artistic fop, 


en Bayley cals te 


and a commercial scandal” To make maters 
worse, an online video featuring the new logo 
Teportedly caused multiple sezures throughout 


the U.K, Yikes. 


I Hill Block Party 


d Bunbershoots baby brother is now 


‘rowing music fes 
vans Ihis years 


val Inthe Norte 
$15 sbcke 


e Block Party w 


Fans Wil ine up for the test fim (#5) on Juy 11, 
and nonfans wil be happy to know that, wih be. 
felease of the seventh book on the 21st ihe Potter 
taron i clsed (supposed). Not that he's going 
anyuher: the books have sold over 325 millon 
Copies worlwide, the moves have grossed more 
than $35 bilon, nd eae ths year W amer Bros. 


announced plns to open a 
în Orlando. 


Smashing Pumpkins 
theirs 
A tourh 
the band's four on 
part in the 


any Potier theme park 


July 10, the Pumpkins 
album since the band 


ase, but we'i soon fin 


Billy Corgan b 
SHAKESPEARE IN TI 


HE PARK 


Local actors put the "public" in “pubic domain” 


with fee outdoor perom: 
Classes. Shows run fom. 


ances of Shakespeare 
"mid Juy through eariy 


mid August in parks throughout ihe cy. This year's 


shows Include The Merry 


Wives of Windsor and 


Richard I. Detals at wi woodeno.org and www. 


reensage ong. 
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Wedding Exp 


By Erin Berger 








Editors note Each ant, aiferert Wars Hil leader eplains how 
te particuiar minist they serve i working o embody aur church's 
ission: Mars HIN Church lives for Jesus as a city within the city: 
knomingeutture Jouingpeople andseeinglvestranstormedtolive 
tor jesus. 


The Mars Hil W edding Ministry ests to help couples nav 
gate the confusing (and stressful) waters from engagement 
To wedding to mariage. We offer the Biblical Mariage class 
‘quarterly fr engaged couples, ceremony coordinators to as 
sist with the wedding ceremony, and small marriage groups 
forthe fest year of mariage. 











Living for Jesus 
Mariage should be a clear picture af the Gospel: husbands 
loving their wives as Christ loves the Church; and wives 
submitting to their husbands as the Church submits itself to 
Christ. The couples wha lead our mariage groups deman- 
strate this by opening up their homes and their own mariages 
"o walk with newlyweds though their fest year of marriage. (If 
this is something you would be interested in doing, emall 
ering marshiächurch org far more information!) 


City within the city 
The wedding ministry at Mars Häl is somewhat unique In that 
our primary servce s to our city within the cy. How 
Christcentered mamages can be gates through w 
people wil see te love of Jesus for the Church 

















Knowing Culture 
Culure does not fully grasp commitment, perseverance, 
Sexual purty, or the true meaning of forgiveness and grace 
This lack of understanding is evidenced in high divorce rates 
anda "Serin the Cl mental The culture in which we Ive 
highly values Independence, sexual expression, and freedom: 
but we belive that these values can be redeemed though a 
biblical mariage which reflects Christ through commitment, 
forgiveness, grace, and puriy. 


Loving people 
As ceremony c s we take as much ofthe stress off 
the couple as possible leading up to and on thelr wedding. 
day. There is a ot going on in your head in those moments 
and our job s to take responsibilty for the peripheral things 
5o that the couple can saturate themselves in the covenant 
thay are making to each other before Gad an that day. 




















Transforming lives 
Mariage is perhaps the most beautful, and clear, picture 
God has given us to demonstate His lave far us. A recent 
aricle in The Economist drew the conclusion tat healthy 
mariages are better for everyone: men, women, chidren 
and society as a whole. We stive to help couples buld a 
Sold foundation for a Christ-centered, long-lasting. healthy 
‘marrage, which, In turn, lads to heathy families and a ast 
ing legacy for hist. 




















Presenty the Wedding Minis sn need of more coupes to 
ip lead small groups of newiyweds through ter fist year 
af mariage. Contact eringmarshilchurch.og for deta, 














Role at MH 
— redoing xtministatti wading ctr 






Bom - - 

January25, 1981 in Lancaster, PA 

First set footin MH 

Seplember 2002, My dear friend, Marianne. was diving 

down from Belingham about once a month to attend 

ty joining her. | stared attending at 

the Ea bulding arid was so freaked out, | don't think | 

talked to anyone fof the fist six months. Then i took the 
pel Class and started serving in the wedding and 

children's ministrie and that led to talking to people. 


Leadership ahn 
eme s deacon eariy 20 
of 2007 


came on statin Aare 


Sinful than you ever dared 
beleve yet you are more loved and accepted than you 
jared hope." “Tin Keller m 





— Lastbook read 
The Professor and the Madman. rs about the creation 
ofthe Oder English Dictionary Very interesting 


_Lastmovie watched 


Crimson Tide. love war movies! I really, really do. 





Favorite album 
|. always come back to Dave Matthews Band's Crash 


Favorite eatery 
[iame vow is ta Cara de nac or ennor ar tasty, 
tasty goodness! 






"dea«con (de'ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 
church pastors/elders. 
oen 








1 — 
|- roteatmH 

My rol pinay A pastor to the Shoreline campus. 
Myrminsty focus so far has been inte pre mariage 
area, but Mars Hi realy am so mgntbe 
dienten. 


L-Bom | 
[6112/1970 in sot fate ciy 

Family 

Maried Andrea Michele Dahman (5/16/92) wih four 
ii Kyra (12) Noli (oh (4), and Amna (2) 


Eldersince 
December 2006 


First set foc 
fË Dine twas feed 1956, We came because we 

thought church wd be good ru dar te 
| tine tow na God hod locus 





|. Scripture 
Right now it would have to be Psalm 25, doesnt 
hurt that some great songs are derived from it 





| Quote 

since ra parent nd myser saying this aot "You 
(get what you get and you dont throw a ft" -Grandma 
Bety 


— Lastbook you read 
Basic Principles of Biblical Counseling, by Dr. Lany 
Crabb (almost a thumbs up) 


Lastmovie watched 
Blood Diamond thumbs up) 


Music 
{The bandsarsts randomly am listening to now are 

— Maroon 5, The American Rejects, Switchfoot Avr 
Lavigne, K-T. Tunstall, Daughtry, and Amy Winehouse 
Favorite eatery 
Based on frequency would have to be the Bonefish 
Gil. but the best meal ve ever had was at the 
Herbfarm in W oodinvile. 








A Vision of Mercy 


Shoreline Campus organizes prayer 
night for local ministry 


By Dean Paton 





“Assuredly, say to you, inasmuch as you did itto the least 
ofthese, you did itto me.” 
-Matthew 25:40 (NRJV) 


in 1990, Vision House was founded to serve homeless and 
underpridleged men, women, and chidren in our community 
by equipping them to mave towards independent ving. The 
team at Vision House acikely Ives out thelr simple but 
exraordinary purpose statement: “To folow our Lord and 
Saver Jesus Christ in working with the poor and homeless 
to promote positive transformation of thelr Ives.” 

In short, Vision House reaches out to meet the physical 
needs af the homeless, actively demonstrating God's love 

arler this year at a Mars Hill Mercy Ministries event 
(Cinco de Service), the volunteer group I served with had the 
opportunity to meet with Tom Kely, manager af maintenance 
and serces for Vision House, As he took us on a tour of 
the Renton fcity, he affectionately shared his heart for the 
‘many women and children who have stayed there, beaming 
as he spake of them. You could teli he really enjoys his work 
these young families are more than just clients. 

in additon to providing up to two years of wanstonal 
housing, Vision House meets the emotional and psychalagi 
cal needs of its residents by offering counseling, education 
and many fe sklis taining options. The chidren also receive 
‘opportunites for enhanced education, afterschool care 
programs, and a stable, supportive, positive atmosphere in 
which to grow up. 

Vision House continues to expand by donations, grants, 
and prayer, At 6:30pm on Sunday, August 5, the people 
of Mars HII wil have the opportunity ta leam more about 
Vision House, which is partnering with MH Mercy Minty, 
The evening wil also include a tme of group prayer for the 
ministry needs of Vision House, and specifically for the new 
facity to be buit in the North End (right near Mars Hills 
Shoreline Campus). 

I you'd ike to participate in these activities, meet at the 
Alder Crest Leaming Center, 2800 NE 200th, fora quick 
shuttle ide to the Vision House property. V4 


"n addition to the evening at Vision House, MH Mercy is 
also organizing a Back To School drive during the fist 
two weeks in August. Clothing, school supplies, and cash 
donations wil be accepted at all MH campuses. More info 
"o come at mashlichurchorg. Dean Paxton contributes 
reguary to Vox Pop, 





Tartans Fw 
Fitting in is hard work - literally 

Hey fols, hope youre al doing wel Personal am hurting 
right now, physicaly I mean, but guess hats what geting 
ft does to you. ust be one of hase "heeft that people 
aways ak abou SI, fee tat must keep up; Sente & 
one af the mast hes conscus place Ive ever been: 

When | was growing up, | was a great runner with 
Olympic deans yes, | know s a tte hard to believe), 
And then something major happened to stop al hat: got 
Glandular Fever when | was fen, and then | developed 
ME, which thin caled C nic Fatigue Syndrome hee 
inte States, 

{was etremel I for a year, ncuding tre very severe 
Months where Imas completly bed bound and had to crawl 
Gm the foor to the bathroom when no one was home to 
heb me. Once | was bener, ater a miraculous healing at a 
Chritan conference, I was too afraid to run again because | 
knew I wouldn't be any good anymore. 

To make maners worse, six months tr, mhen I was 
seventeen, I made an unfortunate discovery: smoking. That 
prety much ined my chances of geting back into running. 
Yep, | actually ended up being a smoker for ten years and 
dant qult unti I met my husband who, thank God, had a real 
pet peeve for smaking. Now my husband and | work out in 
onder to stay around here longer, which can be pretty hard 
forme at times 

{take à class at our gym caled Powerex and its 
HARD. s also embarrassing Tor me because te instructor, 
Dari, aways singles me out for encouragement because 
iam so mich worse than everyone else. | appreciate the 
encouragement, but quis fanky k draws attention t my 
Crapness and Fa rather that didnt happen! What's worse 
is hat. there are now two Maes Hilians in the class who get 
to essa week event tat I hoped would remain priate: 
me sweating Ike mad and curenly aways beng the lame 
person who puts down her weights frst. 

Added to that, also decided to go ora un ast month, 
which was the second tne in titwen years. I was pretty 
gy came home and valaty fought the urge to throw up 
dora good haf an hour while ay on the sofa, sweating and 
st gasping for breath 

| have to say that afler my recent experiences lm not 
sure at Sette has the right idea about this wholeness 
malarkey. seems a nt Ike hard work to me. Anynay, with 
thatin mind m oft We bythe pool at our apartment complex 
and ty à mentaly prepare myself to go for a run tomorow 
Yes I know: ma gluton for punishment. w 





Jo Dean is a member of Mars Hill Church. Follow her ad- 
ventures in Seattle at vxpopneworcomibalard 
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Redeeming Female 
Sexuality 


New women’s ministry event July 14 


By Danielle Blazer 





‘As women we are conditioned from an eariy age in this cl 
ture that weakness is despicable, that we should always be 
In control of our emotions, thatstoicism is a vue. W e should 
‘get over" our sexual abuse or resolve it privately in therapy. 
We should be able to have sex casually without emotional 
attachment Habitual sins Ike masturbation and pomography 
arent temptations women struggle with. We've swalowed 
the es whole, and been left unsatisfied and hungry stil. 

This extends through the church's subculture as wel 
Cerain sins are never confessed, never taked about 
Brothers and sisters in Christ who love us are unsure and 
uncomfortable about responding to us. The devastation and 
havoc that is wreaked by sewal sins commited against us 
and by us have permeated the depths of our souls. We are 
oen paralyzed by shame, doubt, and fear, 

God did not intend for us to lve in darkness, We must 
alow the light to penetrate our darkest spaces, even those 
we desperately desire t keep hidden (Eph. 5131. 

am just now in my tities wiling to look at those 
places in my own He. 1 grew up in the church conditioned 
to beleve that certain sins only men struggle with, other sins 
are never to be mentioned to another person, and others 
are so shameful that if anyone ever found out, they couldn't 
possibly love you. 

believed that I was strong, that I didn't need to look at 
the past, that it didn't really affect me. To a certain degree, 
that was tru. Although God has blessed me with a good 
marriage, a healthy sex Ife, and a right understanding of 
what the Scriptures tel us about sex | stil have struggles 
stemming from sewal sin. Ihave also believed In my deepest 
darkest places that If anyone outside of my husband ever 
knew the whole af my story they could never love me or want 
to know me. They would think I was a pervert, avery sexual, 
disgusting and ungodly. My identity. Instead of being ful in 
Christ, marred by lies from the enemy and the deception of 
my own decerfuly wicked heart. 

The Redeeming Female Semsalty training day farwomen 
Wil offer an opportunity for frank teaching on sewal sin. Not 
‘only wil we offer teaching on such topics as intimacy, shame, 
and sexual addiction, but also we wil taik about how we as 
fellow believers can best respond to our sisters in Christ who 
have been hurt by sewal sin, covering them with lve. We 
Wil also hawe opportunites for worship and confession of 

This eventwileatihe Mars HINC hurch Ballard Campus. 
on Saturday July 14th from 1 to 6pm. The training day is 
appropriate for married and single women who struggle wth 
senal sin or the results of past sewal sin, Female leaders 
helping others who are struggling with these issues are also 
welcome to attend. Register at marshilchurchorg. e 





Mars Hil Church deacon Danielle Blazer wil be teaching at 
Redeeming Female Sexually on Juy 14 


B auosnzo 
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TRUE RELIGION, 
HOME RUNS AND 


Adoring ang 


2nd Annual Agathos S oftball 
Tournament and BBQ on July 28th 


Email ocov@marshilichurch.org for more 
info or to sign up a team, 


GET INVOLVED 
with One Church One Village 
and be a Letter Budd 











Ten Years Later... 


By Anna ingrum 





My ten-year high school reunion is coming up this month, 
which is a les than thiling event. | graduated from a class 
(029 and never looked back. 

When was eight, we moved to a small town. t was a 
‘culture shock even for a third grader. My brother was escorted 
home by the police for skateboarding, tick-or-teating was 
llega, and we were looked upon as dangerous for being out- 
siders. twas very much ike the town from Footioose, except 
t wasn't the reigious church people who ruled the town, 
but the people who had been there far generations-plajg 
‘ports and then becoming volunteer fremen. 

Growing up under the microscope was sig. By age 
thiteen, | was all done; | couldn't Walt to get out Sadly, | 
had a few years to go. stil had friends from the bigger town 
we moved from, and they had so much opportunity at their 
school that we did nat AP courses, languages, and choices 
in electives beyond just art and wood shop. Two of my 
fiends made books as a project for thelr sophomore English 
class, and | decided to make one just for fun. W e included 
our favorite works of poetry, songs we lied, and things we 
had writen oursehes. We pasted in all sors of scraps for 
stations, and bound the whole thing with fabric-covered 
cardboard, 

Teas so fulfling to me to create that book, and I made 
‘one each year forthe next three years | gave al but one 
away as gifts; |ept the 1997 edition. ts terbiy revealing of 
"he author, and the content includes all sorts of ists: things | 
wanted, people I admired, and ife-goals Is the Mfe-gal ist 
that am finding a bit depressing. 

| isted all sorts of farfetched things mied with stuff 
that | really wanted: to ride a horse, to take my mother on a 
trp to learn to make soup, to date David Letterman, ete. I did 
take my mother on a trip, and I can make soup. Beyond that, 
1 can't check any tems off my Ist. But I no longer want the 
things 1 did as an eighħteen-year-old. The question is: what 
do want? Hfi were to make another st, what would be on 
i Who am atthis point? Ive been walking around this last 
year with a big question mark over my head 

Since high school, ve leamed some hard lessons, and 
alized that I know ittie about anything at all. Iwas confident 
and expectant ten years ago, and If | had read this at that 
point, | would have had very te patience with the author and 
‘thought, “W hat don't you understand? This is a no-brainer. 
Make a ist” And I get it, really. it shouldn't be so dificult to 
dream and make ists of ali my aspirations. 

But at this paint, all the “things” I want seem ke just 
stuff, and therefore not important. Yes, some things would 
be convenient: a dishwasher, or Tl, ora hood on my stove. 
But are they critical? Can be happy without tem? At the 
root of ali the stuff, what matters to me? 

More than anything else | can think of, | want to know 
the Bible. t's the only goal | have at age twenty-eight that 
Seems worthy of my time, There is no one | want to know 
more than Jesus. Is just so simple, and almost absurd 
W hat a tiny Ist don't need to make a book; I can just use a 
post nota. v 








Anna Ingum attends the Ballard Campus and is a wife and 
mother of two gts 
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By Shelley M. Leonard 


Editor's Note:The artwork af Tabor Dane Sabin i curently 
on display at Mars Hil Church's Balard Campus, Tabor 
was bom December 14, 1980 in Edmonds, Washington. 
He studied at the Massachusetts College of Art, but was 
diagnosed with a rare form of cancer in October 2000. 
Tabor passed away on November 13, 2003. The folowing 
was writen by his mother 





The firsttime you asked me was In the spring, two years after 
they discovered an orbal tumor, 

Tel my story 

"oue the best person to tll our story. 

Yeah, but you would know how. You know how ta do E* 

No one knows your story better ttan you You should tel t" 

You kept insisting | would know how. | wasn't ready 
to accept the fact it was too bte for you to wite the 
words down. 


The Anger 


The cancer came and [ed you out of college, out of luck, 
outofthe driver's seat and outofthe company of your friends. 
Kt threw you into dependency, constant pain, and took your 
lefteye. You threatened to bust out my car windows, bust my 
face, and bust your own Ie. Cancer is stressful, 

‘You cracked my dashboard, busted a hole in the bath 
room door, and hounded me dally on all of my faults and 
shortcomings. You beleved famiy, fiends, and doctors at 
tacked you psychical, causing the tumor and pain to grow. 
Canceris crazy. 

Sometimes you were so angry that | was afraid of you. 
Some days | felt trapped, the way abused people do in 
abusive relationships. Your anger took over the details of our 
les. We should have caled 911. 

People should prepare you for this kind of anger. They 
tell you about the fee knitted hats in the infusion rooms, 
the radiation bums, the nausea and pain but they don't talk 
about haw angry and crazy itis. 


W hen did you sette dows MME unti you went bind, 
Not until the cancer ad you tighter in ts grip. Not until Jesus 
Christ became your constant companion. Then the scary 
anger eft you slowly like bad weather. 


The Studio 


You had an easel, a drafting table and a long work table with 
a glass top. You used ink, acrylics, watercolors, charcoal, 
marking pens, oil sticks, gauche, gitter, and found objects 
from your walks. 

You tore the paintings off pads of paper when you 
were done, and dropped them onto the fior. Sometimes 
you just flipped the paper over and started again, and the 
pages stuck together, The paintings on the foor scattered 
and overlapped, eventual receling footprints, creases, 
and rips. You cared so much more about making art than 
preserving it 

The tumor behind your eye pushed the eye so far out 
that other tissues rested across the top of your cheek - your. 
eye sinking into a cloud of pink. Your eye was always swollen 
and bruised, fighting the tumor: No one looked ike you. No 
one had an eye popping out of their head 

infection was a big wany and they tied to keep the 
eyelid closed by sewing it shut it made it more comfortable 
for you and the eye was safer - but the stitches kept popping. 
outas the tumor grew. Eventually, the doctors took the oye 
rather than risk infection. 

Your art became even more fled with images of eyes 
Each moming I found a stack of 18 by 24 inch sheets of 
paper, damp with paint from the night before 

After the doctors told us the chemo and radiation ther- 
apy weren't slowing down the tumor, you placed a framed 
photograph of a guru on top of our efigerator. | didnt know 
who the Indian man was I seemed to signal a discovery you 





made, and you began ringing a small brass bel siting net to 
the portrait every moming. 

You rang the bell for weeks and you refused to pay 
any attenton to your physical body. guess you beleved 
you were in a “pure” state and there was nothing, absolutely 
nothing about your body that needed attention. I knew this 
was a itle crazy, but I let you be and made sure you ate. You 
were tying to work things out. 

You began chanting, shrink-drain, shrink-drain, 
shrink-drain, day and night You chanted your mantra in the 
beautiful waling room of the Seattle Cancer Care Aliance, 
Wih is sweeping views of Lake Union. The other patients, 
waling, stared at what appeared to be a smelly homeless 
person, with an eye popping out of his head, chanting 
shrink-drain, shink-drain, shrink-drain. AI! you wanted was 
for people to chant your mantra with you! 

"Mon, please, just say it whenever you think about it- 
Just promise you'l say tft crosses your mind. 

"Icant promise that” 

“ts Justa te thing. Mom - Just say it when you think of 
1t- shrink-drain, shrink-drain. I know they wil hear you. 

"W ho wil hear me? 1 pray for you, that’s what I can do. 

“ut its such a smal thing! Orly If you think about it 
- okay? | just need someone else to do this with me - only 
ifthe words pop into your head - only if you just happen to 
think of 

"i pray for you every day, everynight that's what do. 

"Iknow Mom, | know, and am really lad for that- but 
cant you do this one other, very smal thing? | understand 
what youre saying, Mom - I realy do, but this is ust a very 
‘mal thing that wont even matter - but it could make all the 
diferencol 
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‘hand... wipe those tears from your eye.” 
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hs par marte prs and ta been er 
Dd uri o pan 
‘tying to pull me away to be with people, when | thought | 
just needed to be with the plants and myself 
open 
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sneaking out to skateboard at night, chores, and pants 
dropping off your hips. One day, to amuse yourself, you let 
"hem drop to the ground, in the middie of the grocery store 
parking lat You were siteen and had just asked you once 
again to pul your jeans up before they fell of | heard you 
laughing and | tumed around, There jou stood with your 
jeans on the pavement, bunched up around your ankles 
- you standing there in a pair of boxer shorts covered with 
green frogs, laughing your head oft 

"I hope the police come by and arrest you. 'm going. 
into the store by myself. You stay there ust ike tat unt the 
police come." 

Now you stood wating, wating for me to stop prefer 
ring weeding over accompanying you. 

| doubt anyone in thelr twenties had walked into that 
church in years. They were so excited when they saw you. 
Everyone wanted to give you a big hug. Here you were, a 
hipster artist, humbled by cancer and God, drawn to the 
ind of church I had always fidgeted in growing up. 

We stood together and sang Rock of Ages, and twas 
‘sweet Just Ike you said it mould be. During the service the 
pastor announced our visit and welcomed us. Afterwards, 
he came up to you and asked If you would lke k if people. 
held hands with us and prayed. You lied that idea very 
much, and these lovely sweet od ladies and men staod ina 
cile holding each other's hands and ours, while the pastor 
sald a prayer for your recovery. 

After that you wanted to go every Sunday. You said 
jou always fet safe there. We went to that church several 
Weeks. We went after you lost your sight, and everyone 
looked so sad, We went to their Wednesday right Bible 
study fora month, unti you were too sic to go. 

The last tme we went to the Sunday service at the 
itie Baptist church, you were blind. The pastor looked very 
sad when he saw us, but of couse, you didn't know that. 
He greeted you with a big hug and told you how glad he 
Was to see you, That Sunday they sang happy bithday to 
someone. You told me when they sang the song you saw 
lots af balloons bobbing up and down in the sky. 


9 BILING a ue 
J eye, only to have the right eye tum 
hay tici tate 
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Unfortunately far you, when you lost your sight, tried to 
help even more, And you hated If ust hated me taking your 
arm or elbow, saying a te to your right, watch out for the 
ost the car door is on your left the rag is in front of you. 
How much fun this? Twentyyearolds ae suppose to be 
heading into their future and ife, not jerked back home to 
have a parent take care of them. 

I signed you up at the Library for the Bind and brought 
home a recorder and tapes of taies thought you might ike, 
but you were leaving ths word and didn't have much interest 
in any of it. The buttons were confusing. You wrote in the 
notebook nest to your bed. cant read what you wrote - the 
words tal back and forth aver ane anather. You continued 
to paint, hut at the end of the week the brush stroke taled 
offinto blank pages, 

W e visited a blind computer wizard. You spent an hour 
with him as he tied to teach you al about software avall- 
able for bind people. But mostly, you just wanted to talk to 
the man about being blind - about how it was for him, how 
he fet about I. The tumor was making it hard ta Isten to 
complicated software taik. You wanted human, one-to-one, 
person-to-person talk. You wanted to talk to people ike 
yourself 

We brought home a talking watch and a phone with 
huge buttons. You hated the phone because it sat In the 
"ning room for everyone to see with the huge buttons that 
made you feel tke a child. But you loved the watch. We 
ended up needing four watches because you kept wearing 
them into the bathtub. You took four or five baths a day to 
help with the pain. No one made waterproof taking watches. 
Each time a watch broke we went back to the seeing-aye 
store and said, "Uh oh. stopped working!” The nce lady just 
smiled and gave you a new watch. They were so nice to us. 

You Sad there was no reason being blind shoul keep 
you from making art. I bought scented markers so you would 
know what color you used, and paint that puffed up when 
you lid i down or squeezed it out stuck raised letters on 
tubes of paint 1 stood in your studio one day withthe strips 
of raised letters in my hand. 

How about W for white and B fer black?” I asked as 
you rested on your be. 

"That sounds good.” 

“Ii put BL for blue - R for red - G for green? 

“That wil work” 

“P for puple" 

You can be done now." 

Atfist you didnt seem to feel blindness would interfere 
with painting. Then one day you sa, "Low what am | going 
to do? How am I going to be a painter now’ 








The Last 
ital Visit 


ff you go into the ambulance. We al 
walt with you in the emergency roam: me. 
and your dad and sister, They take your 
ood pressure and ask us questions. 
P< this his fst celure? Yes, we say. 
We wait and wait and walt. Your eyes 
are closed. 

Someone pokes their head in. “His room is ready.” 

Well you and the orderly to the elevator. W e jockey 
‘ourselves Into a comer and out af the way of the rolling bed. 
Up we go. In your oom the nice orderly koks for your chart. 
“Maybe ts on ts way up,” she says, 

Tm watching you as your head tums sight, and you 
look into space. I can feel the air around you change, and | 
ay, "thnk he's going under again.” 

And off you go. Jesus must have loved you through me, 
because God reached down and loved you with none of my 
wortes or fears. | stroked your head and arm and spoke to 
you in the most comforting voice | have ever heard. 

| tum ta a nurse who walks into the room. "s there 
something you can give him?" You're foaming at the mouth 

"Im sorry, but there's no chart can-do anything." 

More nurses come into the room and stand around 
watching you conwutse, | am stil calm, stroking your amm, 
feeling God's presence around you, convinced God is In 
conto, even tough nothing else is. 

Your dad puts bot hands on top of his head and 
screams, "Where are the doctors?” He swears and yell 
and runs out into the hallway to grab a man walking by in a 
white coat 

“Are you a doctor" 

“Yes, lam" 

“Do you see whats going on in here? 

“That's not my patient” 

"W hat difference does that make? Get in there and do 
something!" He was screaming. The doctor walked into your 
‘oom. Your sister ran out of the room in tears. 

The doctor stands near me with his hands behind his 
‘back and says, "W ell, here's nothing 1 can do now anyway: 
"fs pretty much over" 

‘And it was. The conwlsons were slowing down, Ike a 
‘cary ride at the caria The car finally came to a halt. 

“Someone's going to be sued," shouted your father to 
‘he nurses and the doctor standing in the room. 

‘And oh, look Here are two social workers in mini skirts 
and high heels with clphoards pressed against their chests. 
How comforting. The ward sue kept ther in and out of your 
‘eam for three days. 

Hiccups came and stayed for three days, too. 

They sent a shy young student from India to watch you. 
She satin a chair and read while you slept, ready to call the 
nurse if anything happened. 

None ofthe drugs stopped the hiccups. 

The Art Therapist came on the second day wib the 
ancat. 

“Hell, hello | hope you Ike making art. | have lots of 
things you might enjoy - I have clay and paper and markers, 
Watercolors - you could make something with beads 
have ots of stamps, colored paper, sparkles and gitter," 











Thats cool" you said, but do you know anything about 
the hiccups?” 

She replied that she didnt, and you picked out her 
bucket of clay. You spent a half hour making a ite guy with 
a lang appendage, sculpting him with your hands and your 
eyes closed. W hen you were done you held up. 

"Guess what this?" 

We ghe up. W hat is It?” 

"ts the Hunchback of Notre Dame with no pants on." 

The young gi from India covered her face with one 
hand and giggled, and the Art Lady said goodbye. 

That right your sister and I picked a move fram the 
move cart and watched Stand By Me in your rom, You 
stared atthe window on yaur right, away from the TV screen 
in ont of you, and watched the movie with us, saying over 
and over, "Oh, yeah | remember this scene." Sometimes 
"here was noise to remind you of the scene, and sometimes 
"here wasn't It didnt mater, we were watching It together, 
and you were completely engaged. 

On the third day, the doctors sald there was no reason 
for you to stay any longer, and you could go. We brought 
you home and we all took tums keeping you fom falling out 
of the rented hospital bed, or helping you to the bathroom. 
‘The drugs made you unable to walk by yourself or remember 
much of anything. You hallucinated so badly on the drugs, 
you thought you could see. You needed constant watching 
and care. Your dad brought his Cocker Spaniel and began 
sleeping in your studio. 

On the second day home, the hiccups tapered off and 
we stopped giving jou the pils. That aftemoon we all sat 
outside. The sunlight and soft breeze fet peaceful and warm 
tw al of us. You began asking us about what had happened. 
We explained the seizure to you and the hospital stay. 

“And now [m bind?" You had forgotten. You started to cry 

Then you reached cut to touch the side of my face. The 
three of us put our ams around you and we all cried together 
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The last advice a doctor gave us was, 
"Keep him out ofthe hospital as much 
as you can. I's a temible place t be 
when you're not feeing wel, t's a 
temible place when you need peace 
and comfort. Try as hard as you can to 

keep him home. Don't let his last days be In here.” 

You hated hospice. You told the nurses that “never” 
‘would be the best time to see you. 

Most people dant know when they wil die, but you 
knew it was soon, and as it drew closer, you asked us each 
day- “How much time do we have?” 

How i wish I could have answered your question better 
than | id. seemed alli could ever say was," don't know." L 
wish could nave offered something meaningful and confort 
ing, | wish God would have come down here and explained 
itto you, and us, and taken all your fears away. You were so 
brave, makes me crazy how brave you were. 

‘One right you called out to me, Yeu sounded urgent 
and upset 
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“rim worried they assigned me the wrong tasks,” you 
sald, “m worried they made a mistake. Make sure a mistake 
hasn't been made. Make sure they didn’ assign me sports or 
something. 

“Everything is okay, You did everything you were sup- 
posed to do.” 

“But, make sure, okay? Are you sure there isnt some- 
thing Important i forgot to do? Are you sure there isn't some- 
thing ese 1 hou have dene, Ike sparts or something? = 

"God gave exact the right things for you.” 

"Okay? he sad, “But make sure." 

One day you came into the ling room and sad, "ts so 
awesome. Jesus is ust right there whenever jou want Him 

You liked announcing to no one in particular, "Jesus is 
God's right hand man? 

You told everyone you talked o, "God Bless." 


Our Last Conver sation 


Trade a fee and you sat nthe yellow chair to warm yousef 
in front of the fames. | sat down next ta you. It was nice to 
see you up. You rarely came cut into the Iing room anymore 
You slept most of the tme, You said, “Thanks far hanging 
put with me." 

You moved from the chal to e dawn an the couch and 
| sat down next to you, We talked. It would be our last real 
conversation 

“Are you going to give them the formation? * 

1 tied to understand what you were asking. "Ge them 
the information?" 

“Yeah, tell the people. Are you gong to tell the people? 
You know, tke, These are the glasses we wore.” 

“You mean tell people what our family went through 

"Yes." 

“think about Ital the time. t's something | want todo 
very much.” 

“Good” 

We sat quietly fora few minutes and then tld you how 
proud | am af you, how thankful and blessed | feel to be your 


SEE ‘Dying Young’ m PAGE 20 
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late night out 


By Stephanie Jensen sm ——M 


Friday, midnight. The sky is dark save for a few scattered 
stars, but the city streets dance with neon colors and flashing 
lights. Rowdy crowds side through the streets, laughing their 
way to the ne bar, at ease in the comfort of fiends. Across 
the intersection, a woman saunters down the cy sidewalk, 
twirling her hair and surveying the streets, preparing herself 
for the night ahead of her, a night of sollude. For although 
she wil have several men asking for her company, she feels 
a sting that on this frosty night on this buzzing ct sidewalk. 
she has no one beside her, 











W omen, for thousands of years, have accepted a Ie 
of loneliness in which they get paid to make others feel 
less lonely. Prostitution is n less real today than t was in 
the Bible, no less degrading. no less empty. But today, on 
the streets of downtown Seatle, a woman with a different 
agenda stands on the comer - she will stand there, every 
Friday night, rom 11:30 unt 3:00 am, offering kindness, 
comfort, and hope to these prostitutes. 

Late Night Out - a branch of New Horizons Ministry 
~ plans Christan women on strategic comers of a darker 
side of the cy, with the hope af mini 

Vo usualy frequent these spots. 

AtNew Horizons Church at 10:30 p.n. ona Friday night, 
twelve Late Night Out volunteers meet with other members 
the church to prepare fora night on the streets. Fst, they 
begin with 30 to 45 minutes of prayer. They then collect the 
supplies they bring with them - snacks, disinfectant wipes, 
oats, warm gloves, harm reduction supplies, information on 
drug addiction and C hristian counseling... nd load itali up in 
a Rubbermaid drawer system. On the comer at 11:30, they 
offer coffee, hot chocolate, and apple cider to the women 
they meet. Their goal for the night is not necessary an 
Instant conversion or immediate change In esty - rather, 
Ibs to buld a relationship with them, to hear their 
let them be simply a woman again. 

Mars Hill member Jennifer Crosson has volunteered 
With Late Night Out for about a year. She says, “We've the 
only people on a Friday night who dant want anything 
these women” So when these prostitutes approach the 
Late Night Out ois for a coffee break, they are met wit 























ng to the women 






































sympathetic ears and nonjudgmental minds, those who want 
to hear their story, who want nothing more than just to be 
a fend. 
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Volunteer Mona Surya [aso a member of Mars Hil) 
stresses the power of holy listening: entering into another's 
story n a way that seems to be incamatlonal relating.” T 
hear and experience what brought these women here, where 
they feel pain, why they feel stuck, what keeps them here - it 
shapes a space of brokenness, vulnerable realness, a place 
With an invitation for God to move through them. 

By creating an authentic relationship in which they are 
seen for wha they are and not what they do, prostitutes are 
Iberated from the people and prejudices that bind tem, 
leading to a stronger foundation. From there, they gain a 
sense nf personal esponsibility for thelr actions, and a desire 
for consistent, heathy choices, a healthy fest 

Just a few months ago, a few volunteers had the 
pleasure of attending a housewarming party fora waman wi 
had formerly found her home on the streets. Together, they 
celebrated her new job, her freedom from her addiction, the 
Toots she was placing in a heathy community, and even the 
‘genuine smile she ware on her face. This woman embraced 
her identty as a chid of God, one open to relationship with 
Him, because she saw His love and His beauty through the 
Women who met her when she stil walked the streets. 

And that's the essence of this ministry meeting these 
women on their sacred space, In thelr chaotic and exploited 
lives, taking them by the hand, and leading them away from 





there. As Mona puts it, “We go to them, Ike Christ comes 

For as long as she has known this lifestyle, a prostitute 
has been defined by whatever her clients or pimp tell her to 
believe about herseif: her worth is defined solely by how much 
a man wil pay. But when she meets these Christians on the 
omer, she is tald, perhaps for the fest time, that she is an 
image bearer of God, Mis daughter, Through conversations 





over steaming cups of caffe, she is able to see herself as 
a precious chi: her value is nat defined by the monetary 
compensation she ears on the street, but by Jesus Christ 
and the price He paid t ransom His people from death. 

With a redefined identity, a woman on the streets i 
able to see herself as a new woman with a new hope and a 
ew future. She is more than a forgotten, marginalized, dark 
side of society. Christ sees her - all of her~ and loves her. 

Friday, she looks cut aver the glitering ight tracing 
"he buildings, but tonight she is ot stuck by loneines 
For when she locks down the sidewalk, she sees fends 
‘on the camer, women who want to hear about her day, and 
she takes confort in the hope that tomorrow wil be hetter 
than today. y 














Stephanie Jensen attends Mars Hil Church's Wast Seattle 


Book Review 


SURWEILLANC 
ak a 
rtu view of 
future Seattle 


by Ellot Song. 








No matter your political afllatin or procivtes, there are 
a lot of things inthe world today to be afraid of. Create a 
quic ist of the top hot button Issues on the public's mind, 
meld that ist into the storyline of Jonathan Raban's new 
novel Survellance, and the result is an intiguing personal 
and poltical thriler. Global warming, terrorism, civi Iberties, 
current poltsi its all fair game and fodder for the novel 

Survellance is a bt of a departure for Raban, in that 
les more of a fastpaced and politicized book than readers 
of his eater works may be familar with, W le arguably 
better knawn for his travel wrtings and non-fiction books, 
Raban has writen a number of other novels, including 
2003's Warnings, which chronicled the ives of multiple 
characters in Seatle during the heyday of the late 1990s 
dotcom hoopla, Similary, Survellance involves a number 
of discordant characters set in the near-future Seatte area 
where their Ives interact in chaotic, unpredictable, and yet 
very believable and natural ways. 

Jonathan Raban has a temendous capabilty of 
capturing the American psyche In a way that only a semi 
Impartial observer is capable of. A British citizen, he moved 
to Sentle in 1990 and has a very unique and Interesting 
perspective on e in the region. Criticism nas been leveled 
against Surveilance because of lts voicing typical poltical 
viewpoints (om both sides of the spectrum), but that's 
ne of the beautiful things about the Book: i encapsulates 
the conversations repeated at so many dinner parties, the 
bumperstickes on Volkswagens decrying politicians, parties 
or policies, basicaly ali the clichéd and re-hashed arguments 
both for and against the war on tenor. 

The plot centers around Lucy Bengstom, a writer on 
retainer forGQ magazine who is directed to wrte a profile of 
notoriously reclusive August Vanags, a retired University af 
Washington professor who wrote Boy 381, an autographical 
bestseller about his Ife growing up as a refugee and survivor 
in W orid Warll Europe. Vanags is painted as something ofa 
neocon, fiendlywith Kissingerback inthe dayand admiring af 
Ronald Reagan as a president This makes him the automatic 
antagonist of Tad Zachary, Lucy's Iberaligay/actor neighbor. 
across the halland de-facto father to her daughter Alida. 
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Everyone les under the pal of fear of a terror attack 
in the wort of Surveillance. Tad works, among other gigs, 
as an actor in the Department of Homeland Securlys 
disaster preparedness practice attacks, yet he despises the 
(unnamed) president and his regine of curtailed C iberties 
and hates ing in what he has come to believe is a police 
state. Lucy i stuck in the middle and mostiy pragmatic 
about the problems and inconveniences she encounters, as 
she k mainly focused on surviving and providing for Alda, 
Meanwhile August declares, “Ths is World War V... Im 
afraid we're going to see tne end ofthe modem nation-state," 
and therefore believes that extraordinary “measures” are 
necessary. He defends the extra cecurty measures that have 
been implemented, which Include freeway checkpoints on 
15 and the ferries and a high profie presence ofthe National 
Guard acting as federal policemen. 

Fear permeates the whole book Everyone has a 
reason to be afraid. Fear of death, fear of terrorists lurking 
around the proverbial comer, fear of heing found out, fear 
of catastrophic climate change, fear of natural disaster, fear 
ofthe powers that be, the Ist goes on and on. Sureilance 
offers no hope for a better tomorow or relief from that al 
encompassing fear. One of the reasons that the novel rings 
so true in today’s worid s because ofits presupposition that 
there is seemingly nothing we can da to combat the fear that 
very often pervades modem Ife. 

However, 2 Timothy 2:7 offes a counterpoint 
perspective: “For God has not given us a spit of fear, but 
of power and of love and of a sound mind” (NK) V). To take 
that point even futher, John 5:18-19 states that, ‘There 
is no fear in lave; but perfect love casts out fear, because 
fear ilies torment. But he who fears has not been made 
perfect in love. We love Him because He fist loved us” 
gu. 

These are strong directives on many levels, and highly 
countercuural in the greater scheme of things, Whatever 
one's feelings or belie may be when it comes to political 
aliances or how one perceives all the overwhelming curent. 
events, as Christians we may take comfortin God's promises, 
love, and sovereignty. oh 





Eliot Strong is a member of Mars Hil, Ives in Ballard with 
his wife Daytona, and is a contributer to Vox Pop. 
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By Ryan Singles 





Summer in the Nordwest struggles o emerge. Maybe dati 
why we so relish che sunny months, Ifs no diferent for me. Each 
year as rain dries up and dayligh lingers my thoughts turn to my 
Favorine American pastime: The Read Tip. 

‘Acheend ofthis monch Pl embark on my annual Montana 
toad wip wich Adam, Adam. Kyle, and Mart—some of the best 
fiends a guy could have. This being our fourth consecutive year, 
weve begun thinking of ourselves as somewhat af an experr crew. 
We po for the rodeos: We go for the fy fishing And we goto see 
sam thar hide from the city lights, But most mportndy we go 
by toad. 

Js dificult to pinpoin why oad ipsae such memorable 
experiences. They just are. Stoves worth telling and retelling ema- 
mane from chem. I had a fiend in college who said the meaning 
oleis making stories. By his measure road uipping is living He 
might have been on wo something. 

Many of the best tores began as ad wips. Not just mine 
and yous ' talking abour the best af the best, ever: Hannibal. 
Genghis Khan. Marco Polo. Coronado. Daniel Boone. Lewis 
and Cla Napoleon (probably should have stayed home). The 
Donner Party (definitely should have stayed bome). Jack Kerouac. 





The Greatest Story Ever 


DROVE 


Ken Kesey. Oregon Tal on the Apple HIC Forrest Gump (during 
he jogging years). You're beginning to ger the pietur. 

Heck, there's even a book of the Bible called Exodus 
Which, loosely translated, means "toad wp” Thari righe: Moses 
was rod wiper. So was Joshua. They had ir down. Later, 
John che Baptist roamed the open roads to make ready the 
way for Jesus. The Lord Himself lived our his ministry as one 
continuous road wip. The movie version was apy tides: The 
Greatest Story Ever Told. And what was Saul of Tarsus doing 
at the moment of his conversion? That righe: road uriping 
his way to Damascus. While cerinly inspired thereafter by 
the Holy Spirit it should nor go unnoticed thar he, now called 
Paul, wrote most of his New Testament letters from the road. 

My life, Le. who Lam today has an old and a new partas 
well. Many of the stories began on the road. 

My parents mer in Virginia when my dad was stationed 
at Fort Meyer just outside Washington D.C. My sister and 1 
were bor in Washington Stt. Between the rwo endpoints 
Ties continent. My parens made their crossing in a U-Haul 
truck during a gas shortage. At one poine, after passing several 
filing stations run dry, chey were forced to siphon gas ftom 
their towed VW Beedle to keep the wip alive, Every now and 
again Least help bur imagine myself living in a promised land, 


1 








brought here by he toils of my ancestor. 

Later our family bond was sanctified through countess 
hours spene in the car, We rewraced my paren? cro-country 
tracks one winter in the eariy 1980s. That wip i now known 
as “The Vacation fiom Hell? which sounds terrible but has 
Somehow always anchored us. lesas if having made t there and 
backe we could face whatever challenges might asl us. ls easy 
vo face hardship having shouldered worse. 

1 feel like Pm learning as I wrie chis. In describing the 
“what” Tm beginning to understand the “why” The question 
allalong has been: Why are road wips so memorable and chus 
GF nor immediately) enjoyable and even beneficial? 

The answer comes from ewo places: conversation within 
and oneal without. In other words, in subjecting ourselves to 
outside conditions (eg, weather, tires, and engine function) 
we acknowledge vulnerabily. The magnitude increases the far- 
ther we ge from home, Exposure breeds honesty. The fanher 
out we go the Further we are from the vicissitudes of everyday 
life (bat hold us down) and our usual hiding places (where we 
hold ourselves in). 

‘On the road we simultaneously escape things we normally 
hide from and engage something we cart avoid. There is no 











SEE Road Trip =: PAGE 14 





Commuting is a way of life in Seale. Whether we like it or 
not, most of us find ourselves sting in a car, bus, train, or 
Feary for at least part of our daily routines, For some, that 
routine is a five to twenty minute trip, for others a commute 
takes up hours of the day. And on Sunday, the commute 
docnit stop. In fac, for some Mars Hill members that’s 
actually when the commute is the most extreme; a tip to 
church can mean driving over thirty, sixty, and even ninety 
miles to atend Sunday service. 

You might be asking yourself, why would anyone drive 
40 far for church, when there's probably many other closer 
churches from which to choose? Tina Powrowanik, who 
lives ia North Marysville, drives over 40 miles to attend a 
Mars Hill Church service.“ guess the best way 1 can relate 
the desire to be an extreme commuter? saps Tina, "is the 
same reason people will drive past several coffee shops to go 
to thelr favorite one. Ic the shop where your Bars full 
that daily touch of human connection. ger that same dose 
of flfillmenc from Man Hil" 

"This phenomenon of extreme church commuting is 
nor unique wo Mars Hill ir par ofa nationwide tend. As a 

















spoof on the commuting masses, LaskNews.com published 
a satirical article about mega churches and their commuter 
perks, which included airplane shuttle and church-spon- 
sored hotels for members making the long trek to Sunday 
morning service. 

Commuting to Mars Hill has quite gone ro that 
centreme, but chere are about a dozen Community Groups 
sponsored by the church thar are located berween thirty and 








xy miles away from Seattle, in places such as Olympia 
Centralia, Marysville, and Adlington. That means, if there 
are berween ten and twenty people in each Community 
Group, than there are likely over a hundred commuters 
spending an hour-plus in the car every Sunday just to attend 
a Man Hill service. 

Deven Suecker lives in Centralia. Even though he 
participates in a "listening group” (an unofficial MH com- 
munity group thar gets together to listen to the sermons 
online), Deven still drives to Scand to attend Maes Hill 
every Sunday. His commute is ninety miles each way. "lx 





says Deven, "but, at most other churches ve 
been to it wasn as much abour Christ or the Bible. Ie was 
more about the church and the people of the church. The 
biggest hing for me [ar Mars Hil is che fact thar 'm ger- 


ting Christ taught ro me." 

Mars Hill member Jeremy O'Bryan and his wife, Lesh, 
are also what you could consider extreme commuters. They 
are in a Mars Hill Community Group in Olympia and 
drive up to Mars His Ballard Campus from Lacy ro atend 
Sunday services. Jeremy says the sary mile drive (each way) 
is worth i because, "My wife and I have both experienced 
spiritual growth unlike any weve encountered before. We 
hear God in [Mark Driscoll sermons), so wete staying put 
until God gives us the next thing- We wane to continue 
hearing from God — and he involved in what God is doing 
through Mars Hill ro transform lives” 

For Jeremy and Leah the long drive is more than just a 
commute to church; they use the time in the car to catch up 
fon each other’ lives. "cs a time when we're nor distracted 
by chores thar we hase to do. Were there, wete present, 
wete in the moment we'e in the car, there's no place were 
we can go, I's our chance to catch up and share how are 
lives are going and how our heat are feeling intentionally 
without being interrupted, In many ways ic been good for 
our marriage” 

The long trek into church every weekend, however, is 


SEE Extreme Commuters s: PAGE 15 








Many of the best stories began as road 
trips. Not just mine and yours. I'm 
talking about the best of the best, eve 
Hannibal. Genghis Khan. Marco Polo. 
Coronado. Daniel Boone. Lewis and 
Clark. Napoleon (probably should have 
stayed home). The Donner Party (defi- 
nitely should have stayed home). Jack 
Kerouac. Ken Kesey. Oregon Trail on 
the Apple IIC. Forrest Gump (during 
the jogging years). You're beginning to 
get the pictu 








Road Trip (from pg-12) 


room for meaningless small lk. Our choices ate simple: sir in 
silence o speak honestly; For most, silence is oo loud to bear 

Tam reminded of one specifie road wip taken with friends. 
Asa senior in high schoo, I arrived home to find a too-small- 
to-be-an-acceptance lener from Stanford Univers It turned 
‘out my doses friends, Mike and Nick, had received similar 
exer thar same day. Whar tated as a sullen evening hang-out 
spontaneously turned inro an all-night read ip touring much 
of North-Central Washington. We talked earnestly about what 
it meane wo be denied. I vil ways remember Soap Lake glim- 
mering in moonlight, sharing in our rejection, I£ was a great 
help eo us all 

1 enrolled in University of Washington instead That first 
year had some serious ups and downs, The wont times were 
nearly all ar school. The best times, the escapes, were on the 
road. 1 cemented two lifelong friendships on a random Tuesday 
night when we decided to drive ro Canada. Anorher friendship 
blossomed out ofa shared ride wo Pullman. 

T went home for the summer convinced, save for my 
fends, char there wasnt much worth going back for. 1 didnt 
‘wn my own car at che time so when my aunt offered to give me. 
hers I couldn refuse. The only casehthe car was in Virginia. 
1 couldnt find anyone to join me so I ended up driving over 
3,000 miles home by myself. 

Thar was a fortuitous journey, Fi 











days alone is a lot of 








time ro ask and answer some serious inward- Looking quentions 
As it curs ou, school wasn't the problem. L was che problem. 
In one short September week I was able to rededicate myself 
to study and to living a beter life, I decided I shouldn't date 
anyone for a while, ar least uni found the righe girl. 

Jt only took ewo months. 1 met my wife, Annie, that 
November nearly seven years ago. She grew up in Palo Alo, 
the same town I would have lived in had T gone o Stanford. In 
these instances and many others, Providence has used the road 
tw heal and to teach me. Ie still does today 

So is with hape for the future joy in the present, and 
healing of the past that FII set oue ter rhis month with my 
friends. I sce these guys often bur this interaction, on the oad, 
is where rhe friendship grows. I lool forward to the convers 
"ion ihe rype thae saves people. We ust might make a story 
wort welling. Well jus have to sce whars around the next 
bed. 


MH member Ryan Singletary i an avid maker and sell) of 
stories, He and his wife, Annie, live în [aua js off 1-30. 


Extreme Commuters (from pg.13] 


not a relating Sunday drive for all who attend Mars Hill 
fiom afar. For some, the long commute is taxing aot only 
for their gas budgets bur also on their consciences. Andrew 
Myers, Editor of Vox Pop, is one of heseexteme commut- 
eri He and his family moved to Issaquah about a year ago 
and have since established a sense of community on the 
Eastside. Though they love being active members of Mars 
Hill, during the past year of commuting (sometimes 40 
minutes each way), they ve been wondering what the trek is 
really all about 

Tve begun to wonder if my motive for atending 
Mars Hill re selffocused, if not selfish,” Andrew reflect, 
"Like most who choose Mars Hill I believe that no church 
compares when it comes to teaching, music, vision, and. 
Philosophy, bur I have to ask myself what's more importane: 
that I get che Mars Hill experience every Sunday, or that 
1 sacrifice the experience, take what God has taught me 
at Mars Hill, and make more of an effort to serve, edi 
and invest in che lives of the people amidst whom God has 
placed me?” 

Pastor James Harleman observes that this is not likely 
just a 21st century problem. Travelers who got saved while 
stopping to sce what the hubbub was about ar Solomon's 
Colonnade (where the church gathering grew to five thou- 
sand: see Acts 4 and 5) probably wrestled with the same 
issue. Whare more, Grs-century “commuters” ~ traveling 





apostles with the gospel in tow— greatly impacted the spread 
ofthe church. 

This is not so different dan our church's mission — to 
help spread the Word of Jesus throughout the grearer- Searle 
metropolitan area, While Mars Hill pastors are happy to see 
church attendance and membership grow, the fact that a 
growing number of people are coming such long distances 
tw attend Mats Hill san issue char church staff has been 
wrestling with in recent months. From a Christian per- 
spective, commuting is not wrong All the extra miles do, 
however, pose an interesting challenge to fulfilling che goal 
Mars Hill has of encouraging is members to live healthy 
Christian lives in community and to incarnate the gospel in 
their own areas. 

Upcoming plans promise vo utilize Mars Hills regional 
appeal, without compromising church health or mission. 
“While were still waiting for an oficial announcement" 
Pastor James said, “an Eastside Campus is definitely in 
the planning. Part of our muli-campus strategy is to find 
‘out where people are commuting from and let that help us 
quide where we plant campuses (as Mars Hill) and churches 
(through the Acs 29 Nerwork) If people are commuting 
for the teaching, and truly growing in Christ, they represent 
an amazing cote wo start a campus or church plan. We want 








SEE Extreme Commute z3 PAGE 21 


MH PLAYLIST *8 


SONGS FOR 
B THE ROAD 


"Life is a Highway” - Tom Cochrane. 
[urere] 


“Blonde on Blonde". Nada Sut 
The perfect song orseting he mood we deg 
trough e open rod ofNothem Callomia.- Zach Mam 


"Ace of Spades"- Motörhead 
INT. Chis Schule 


"Seeing Things"- Zem7 
san rstumenblsong, buteach ie ear tl magne 
myse ring along the coast ina comerthle and coo 
shades, -Staiking 


“On the Road Again"- CannedHeat 
INT: James Garod Paso Paul Petry) 


“Your Precious Love” - Marin Gaye 
A fun stp bong tha’ chock of seetimertalimemotes. 
Cline Miler 


^A Chicken with its Head CutOff" 


“immigrant Song”- Led Zeppelin 
(HT: Jack Baci] 


“Fortunate Son”- CCR 
(HT: Matt Rathgeber) 


"En el Muelle de San Blás"- Maná 
Roli down he window, feel the breeze. and sng along Ike 
you know what theyre saying, -Andren Myers 


“mexico” - James Taylor 
IHT: Caleb Kand 


“Heartbeats” - Jose Gonzalez 
(Ohi to melo ny the orginal version by The Ke 
-Dave Shafi’ fierd 


“Radar Love” - Golden taning 
Jays crank thatup every year on my way lo Canada for 
the Natonal Gramar Rodeo. -Josh Adams 


"Sad - Ee Statens 


"Light & Day” - The Polyphonic Spree 
IT: Kate Payne) 
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By Graham Stinson 


You are waking down the street and you catch a smeli that 
takes you back to the time when your grandfather would be 
ut in the backyard after Sunday dinner smaking his pipe. 
Nostalgia. W hen they think of pipe smoking, most people 
today think of an old man smoking on the porch swing while 
his wife Mideed is In the kitchen making lemanade out of 
fresh lemons. 

It's tue - many of that older generation are stil smoking. 
their pipes. But a new generation of pipe and cigar smokers 
is rising un as people in their twenties and thirties take up 
fine tobacco. And believe itor nat, this movement is largely 
happening in the church. Jump on any pipe-or cigar smokers 
forum online, and youl fnd that a huge proportion of the 
participants are believers. W hat is motivating this generation 
to smoke? 

"ntis age of poltical correctness, no vilain of society is 
nearly so despised as tobacco. And righty so, t a degree: 
What other Industry touted ite wares so boldly, al the while 
proclaiming what it knew to be a le? Big Tobacco claimed 
thats cigarettes werent addictive; that they didn't advertise 
tw minors; and that their products didn't KII thousands of 
Americans. And eventually, they had to own up to their own 
fraud - to the tune of $246 bilin, paid over 25 years to 46 
states in the Master Settlement Agreement of 1998. 

t's now considered unethical to invest in mutual funds 
that contain Big Tabacco stack f you're a publisher, its a 
big decision whether ar not to let Big Tobacco advertise in 
your mag. Unti last year, it was a dificult decision whether 
or not ta alow people to smoke in your restaurant, pub, or 
owing allay. And now, the Washington State Tobacco Ban 
has made it legal to smoke at al, except outside (well away 
from any building) or in a private car or residence. 

So, sure, the wlficaton is deserved, Or i i ls there 
anything tobacco is good for? is there some use that 
mitigates the risk? Does It have value? Or is tobacco use 
Inherentiy sinta? 








Tobacconist Theology 
Well ets look festin our awn backyard. At Mars HIN, pipers 
and cigar buffs abound; many a Mars Hil man (or woman) 
enjoys the occasional pipe or cigar, and they plan gettogeth- 
ers (called "herts") around the hobby. Be a y on the wall at 
any of these gatherings, and you'l hear genuine fellowship, 
genuine community, and a lot of theological discussion. And 
since the Tobacco Ban has made It impossible for these 





B anosnzo 


s traditonally vene b 2s inher 
me benefi? Could they actually be 
Which to glorify God? If Jens waked 
lint decus 


bration of tegia life Heha 
tall into temptation or 
€ 

n lead to addiction and or 


ye try and unpack what it means 


gatherings to happen at lacal establishments, the movement." 


has become somewhat of a backyard phenomenon, 
Happily, Mars Hil is not the frst congregation to widely 
adapt “smoking to the Glory of Gad" That phrase ist ra 
nated wih one of one of Pastor Mark Driscolls farte dead 
‘uy theologians, C harles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892), 
Spurgeon was well known as a cigar buff, and wel 
criticized for his stance on tabacca at a time when its use 
was generally frowned upon in Christian circles. Despite 
his affection for a good cigar, though, Spurgeon was not 
addicted, and went out of hs way to keep from becoming 
50. Perhaps most wellknown of S purgeon's tobacco-related 
aktercations was one evening in September, 1874, when a 
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visting clergyman used his own recenty overcome addi 


"ion to cigars to lustrate a sermon about overcoming "Ite 
sins What follows is the record ofS purgeon’s postsemon 
response: 





Wel dear rends you know that some men can do to the 
glory of God what ta other men would ben. And notwth 
standing what brother Pentecost hassaid, intend to smoke a 
good cigar to the glory of God before! go to bd to-night- 

If anybody can show me in the Bible the command, 
T hou shalt not smoke" 1 am ready to keep it; but | havent 
found it yet 1 fed Ten Commandments and itsas much as 
1 can do to keep them; and Ive no dedre to make them into 
sien or twelve. 

The factis | have been speaking to you about real ing 


From "The Second Little Clavier 


timeaway 

My thoughts asl at there and put 
a pleure sd and gn 
es me that very like 
Am I mya unto my pipe 


me this pipe, a fragrant burning 
made of naught but earthen clay 
To earth to shall 


ins white, 
when to death 
body. t 
od ‘twill um, 
the pipe if oftit burn, 


the pipe is fairy glowin 
taneoudy 


Man's fame likens 
And unto dus hisbody turn. 
iow oftit happens when or 

from is 


f in thepipesud 
How hotm 


Thus o'er mypipein contemplati 
things- | can constantly 
fruitful meditat 


land. atsa. at hom 
smoke my pi 








to mere quibblesandseruples Atthe ame 
"ime know that what a man beievesto be sn becomesa sin 
to him, and he mus give it up. "Whatever is not af faith 
isdn“ [Rom. 1423), and that is the 
brother Pentecost has been ying 
Why, a man may think it a sin to have his boots backed 
Wel, then. let him give It up and have them whitewashed. 
wit to say that lm nat ashamed of anything whatever that 
1 do, and | dont ed that smoking makes me ashamed, and 
"herdore! mean to smoke to the ry af God- 





i point of what my 


later defended his comments strongly in the 





Where hey were brutally scrutinized: 


Together with hundreds of thousands of my fellow: 
Clvisians | have smoked, and, with them, | am under the 
tondemvaton of living in habitual sin, if certain 
are to be believed. As I would not knowingly Ive even in he 
smallest violation of the aw of God, and sn in the wansyres 
on of the lam, | wil not own ton when | am not conscious 
En 

Theexpresion*amcking tothe lary af God” sanding 
alone hasan II sound, and | do not us t but in the sense 
im which | employed I ill sand to It. No Christian should 
do anything in which he cannot gorify God; and thismay be 
done, according to Scripture in eating and drinking and tne 
common adiansof fe. 

When | have found intense pain elie, a weary brain 
soothed, and calm, resting deep obtained by a cigar, 1 have 
fekt grateful to God, and have blessed Hisrame; isis what 
meant, and by o meansdid | use sacred words trifngly 

If through smoking! had wasted an hour of my ime if 
| had tinted my gisto the poor if 1 had rendered my mind 
les vigorous— | trust | should soe my fault and urn from it 
huthewho charges me with these things shall have no answer 
but my forgiveness, 
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Rite of Passage 
‘Many men stat expressing an interestin pipe smoking araur 
the time they attend college, or when ter frst child is bor 
received my est pipe as a Father's Day present, More than 
anything, that fist pipe was a milestone for me - a marker 
that while | had been a man for same time, today | was a 
father. tt had a lot to do with embracing the fact that | was 
growing older, and my deep hope that my chidren would 








look back fy years from now and remember ther father with 
Joy and thankfulness. 

Tknow of some guys in the church who smoke a pipe to 
gle thelr kids a specific memory of what thelr father smelled 
"ie, and icant tell you how many times I've been smaking my 
pipe in public when someone approaches me, misty-eyed, 
and tells me how much the smell of my pipe reminds them of 
thelr beloved grandfather 

The chidren af Rev. Jonathan Edwards, one of the 

Influential and profound preachers and theologians 
Colonial years of the United States, would have said 
the same thing. Below is a paragraph from a book about the 
Edwards famiy, by Elisabeth Dodds, entitled Mariage to a 
Dificut Man: 




















This was his hour to unbend completely. Ke enjoyed a 


< 





long pipe, and twice in one three months’ period, ordered a 
dozen of them. (This is a lapse in the usual Edwards rectitude, 
forthe General Court had order 
tobacco even in his own house 








that no one should smoke 






“with a relatie or rend" 
The children knew they could save their q 
‘hel father’s fulattention at that precious hour when, without 
his wig and smoking is pipe, he was a diferent man from 
the one the parish usualy sa. 











Relaxation and Fellowship 
Anter fist discovering tne pipe a few years ago, | saw the 
benefits almost immediately. For starters, smoking a pipe i 
à slow, thoughtful process. It takes effort and skll to pack 
and ight not to mention to keep a pipe it. I cant be done. 
ina hurry, and doesnt mix with andety or angst. The whole 
act of smoking the pipe is taking a step back from the flow, 
and requires thinking a bit. Alone, that means R's a perfect 
ompanion to reading, study or meditation. W th fends, irs 
"he perfect lubrication to a conversation that requies much 

depth, and 














‘thought and fewer words - allowing for len 
profounaness. 

To Mars Hil member Rab Kuchinski, tobacco is really 
“an opportunity to gather guys together that might not nar: 
mally hang out. s a very manly activity, somewhat akin to 
bunting wid game. 

Rob surmise t 
urban society where men can be men and enjoy much-need: 
‘ed fellowship and accauntabity, There's a need for guys ta 
hang out” Rob says. “keep in mind, not ta do evi together 
{men are already adept at that), but to buld each other up: 
aot with butt slaps and ‘good job' pat on the backs, but to 
challenge each other on sin, folow up on confessed sin, to 
hear and share what God is daing In various men's Ies." 

Not anly that, but when Rob and company gather far a 
hert to the glory of God, its an opportunity "to Ive friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, other folks that may or may not nor. 
mally go to church or know the gospel and jst hang out and 
build a reatenshi, looking intentionally for opportunities to 
share the gospel” 

CS. Lewis and J..R. Tolkien were contemporaries, 
both Inerature professors at Oxford; Tolen had a strong 


there's a dearth of venues in modem. 


















SEE ‘Vices Redeemed: Tabacco’ = PAGE 21 
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SPORT 


Save our 
SONICS 


Dear State Representative. 

This Jeter is in regards 
to the potential losing of the 
Seattle Supersonics, our sole 
NBA fanchse and the most cel 
brated sports team in city history, 

As | wrie this letter, wil not pretend to be someting 
Lam not: an expert in the economic boosts the Sonics may 
or may not bring, a strong advocate for or against the once 
proposed King County Events Center, or a person who willbe 
heavily persuaded in the elections based on the outcome of 
this curent predicament. Ido reale there are more Important 
things than profesional basketball in this cy. 

However, that does not change the fact that Iam a fan. 

Lam a fan who wants to take his son to games Ike my 
father did me. A fan wha loves the common ground that 
professional sport provides forts followers. A fan that ap- 
preciates that after, Sonice games | can sit down in a local 
barin Queen Anne and strike up conversation with strangers 
about the team and its players, 

Ina city dense with rend setters but sparse on radios 
however, the Sonics’ legacy matters. I was negative fve years 
id when the Sonics defeated the W ashingtan Bullets to win 
the NBA Tie in 1979, but that doesn't stop me from boasting 
in kas ft was there that night 

Please remember that Seattle is on track to become 
a world css cly There are 29 total cies that have NBA 
teams - 27 in the US - and anly 24 that represent the teams 
with her ctys name (as opposed to states). Further, Seattle 
is on the shortlist of 19 cities that have three or more profes- 
sional sports teams. in NBA Commissioner David Sterns own 
words, "es [Seale] been a good city for the NBA, and we'd 
love to stay there. 

I grew up with posters an my wal of Gary Payton, 
Shawn Kemp, and Detef Schrempl. | gat t see Michael 
Jordan play against my Sonics for an NBA tile-astonish 
ing to a twelve-year-old. To take similar opportunities away 
from young basketball fans in our city makes me feel unfaidy 
privileges 

As you make this decision, please think beyond the 
dolars and cents. Think beyond the practicalities and your 
own personal stance on NBA basketball accupyng a pace in 
Seattle | ask that you think of the families, the communities, 
and your ctzens. Think of what the Sonics have t offer to 
them, and make your decison in thelr best interest 

As Mars Hil Members on mission to love and pursue the 
best interest af he city of S ati, consider writing your local 
representatives on this issues and others you fel passionate 
about For mere information on how to do your part in keeping 
the Sonics in Seattle, go to www saveousonics org. W 


Dustin Nickerson is a deacon at Mars Hil Church. His cal 
um appears monthly in Vox Pop. 
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Tred ofpilaging Prates, swinging Spiderman, and 
revolting Rabots? Scratching jour head wondering 

Ifthe “Siver Surfer is rising because the "Surfs Up" on 
‘Ocean's 13°? Just how many sequels, prequels, and comic 
book moves can the Hollywood meat grinder feed us in one 
summer anyway? Well, Seatte serves up even more fim, 
arguably for those with more disceming taste, in an endless 
stream of cinema from May tough June. The Seattle 
International Fm Festival, purported to be the largest fim 
festival nthe United States had 160,000 attendees in 2006 
and Wely more in 2007. 

Dan ireland, co-founder and Board Emerlus of SIFF, 
spoke candidly with me during an interview about the very 
firstfestivalin 1976, "W e didnt know how the reception was 
going to be, because was our fist year, but the mament we 
opened our door it was mind blowing: we had the respect 
ofthe audiences and the fim critics at large in Seattle at the 
time. That year we got to Introduce The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show .. s really wili to look back.” 

The 2007 Fim Festivals catalog-sized playbook 
testes to our cities warship-sized love of cinema, sporting 
a winged hear wrapped in a mission statement that informs 
the cinemaphile to “fnd tue fim. What makes a fim tue? 
W ell, SIFF's companion site (wm findtuefim com) features 
2 faily humorous testto see what fim is "rue" for each of us, 
suggesting that a n's “tut is subjective for the viewer. | 
Couldnt help but notice this effectively mirrors our Emerald 
C t/s normative dspositon toward truth in all aspects o ife, 
Including our spiritual 

Attending the lavish SIFF post party with some fiends 
at Pan Pacific Seattle on Denny and Westlake, I had been 
Uncertain what to wear for the occasion, it didn't matter, as 
the crowd was as mhed and diverse as what | might expect 
at Mars Hil Church, from sults to sweats, people mingling 
and muling over the final flm - Mollere - and the festval 
overall as if they'd shared a religious exerence 

No longer constrained to an annual event, SIFF 
provides fim programs throughout the entire year, given 
space in McCaw Hall for events tke the summer Seattle 
Noir City Festival ta the One Reel Fim Festival (short fims) 
in September. Those wishing to immerse themselves In the 
narrative iion and stunning cinematography af artists and 
‘experimentalsts can baptize themselves all year round. 





Reviewing a handful of SIFF entes was my fist oficial 
serving opportunity at Mars Hil Church as an intem back in 
2001, and my fest real foray into the warid of independent 
and international cinema. Many SIFF members have great 
disdain for popular fim, hound together by their communal 
“discovery” of lesser known fims by independent fimmakers 
and visionarystorytellers. For some, there something almost 
Gnostic about their attachment to SIFF, manifesting in a 
pride for their appreciation of the art, one's worth determined 
by one's choice of narative consumption... the discovery of 
an overlooked fim masterpiece. W hle these viewers might 
abhor seeing Plates of the Caribbean, tey engage thelr 
movies Ike fee agents exploring unseen shores of cinema, 
digging for celuloid or digital treasures. 

In his book Bambi Versus Godzila, screenwriter David 
Mamet advises young aspirants that "storyellng is lke 
sex We all do ft naturally. Some of us are better at it than 
others" While Mamet's unsurprising hubris emerges inthe 
last sentence, the idea that storytelling is part of our DNA 
is prescient, though 1 doubt Mamet would see tas biblical. 
W hen the creator of everything i a storyteller, and He makes 
‘mankind in His Image and likeness, It simply makes sense 
that we have an Innate rythm for teling and receiving stories, 
For better or worse, we exhaust ourselves tying to “fnd te 
fin in the hopes that a story wil satisfy. 

W hen took atthe faithful throngs those attending the 
Fim Festival, have a Paulne reaction much Ike his response 
to obsening the Athenians: "I see that you are very religious". 
As a former cinemaddict, many slver screens did offer me 
"ickers and glimmers of hope and tru. Unfortunately, these 
hopes and truths only lasted about 120 minutes, sometimes 
less. Im glad we lve In an artengaging cy that wil gather 
and converse about inspirational fim. Watching now these 
meager refections on the screen remind and reinforce 
something far more substantial in ny soul, and occasionally 
"lumnate someone I'm aways wilng to talk about when 
alven the opportunity. i 


James Harteman is Mars Hill Church's Communications 
Pastor. Read morearicles by Pastor) ames atvoxpopnetwork 
comicinemagogue. 





spiritual disciplines 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Author's note: As we examine the spiritual disciplines Itis 
imporiantto remember that some disciplines are contempla. 
tive, while others are active. In this article we will examine 
the contemplative discipline of fasting and the active disci 
piine of feasting. 


Contemplative active 
Disciplines Disciplines 
Study Obedience 
Soltude Fellowship 
Slence Speaking 
Mediation Teaching 
Prayer Actiism 
Sabbath Wark 
Chastity Lovemaking 
Worship Evangelism 
Joumaing Senice 
Fasting Feasting 

Fasting 


Fasting isthe voluntary act of abstaining from something 
for the purpose of growing in self-discipline, which is the 
essence of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps the most common form of fasting is ram food. This 
is because, as Paul says, for some people thelr stomach is 
thelr god. By fasting from food, they are leaming to enjoy 
food as gift fom God without allowing It to become an 
Idolatrous functional god that controls them. 

However, there are seemingly innumerable other things 
that, though they are good, can become bad when they rule 
ver us in a way that only God should. Modem examples 
Include fasting from the internet, emai, or cell phone for 
a period of tme, if you find yourself compulsively spend. 
Ing too much of your time and energy checking websites, 
emails, phone cals, and voicemail 

This point was painfuly illustrated to me at a recent 
dinner out with my chldren. My wife, Grace, was teaching 
ata women's event and so | took the kids to a restaurant. 
Siting around us were many other familles like us, with 
one exception, Every single father was either talking on the 
phone or responding to emails on hs BlackBerry through- 
ut the meal, not connecting with his children in any way 
Sadiy. rather than visting with their kids and having some 
fun, these daddies allowed thelr technological gods to rule 
‘ver them, Their gods required the sacrificing of thelr own 
children, nat unlike Molech in the Old Testament. 

Jesus Himself exemplified the discipline of fasting 
for us in His own earthy ife. One of the most well known 
examples is Jesus forty days of fasting In Matthew 4:1-11. 
When Jesus spoke to His disciples abaut fasting, He said, 
"when you fast as If it was simply expected to be done 
(Matthew 6:16-17).As an aside, anyone wanting to prac- 
tice an extended period of fasting would be wise to first 
speak with thelr doctor about how to do so safely 

Other Scriptures alsa include reports of fasting. In 
Nehemiah 9:1, we are told that the entire nation of Israel 


fasted, Esther 4:16 likewise records a national three-day 
fast In the New Testament, Acts 13:2 reports thata leader- 
ship decision regarding who should be sent out from the 
Church at Antioch to plant another church was made afer 
a period of seeking the Lord through fasting and worship, 
Acts 14:23 reveals that upon appointing new elders for 
some churches, Paul and Barnabas commissioned the new 
pastors with prayer and fasting. 


Feasting 
Feasting i the celebration of God with others as an act of 
worstipful Joy. W hile the continual practice of feasting & in 
essence the sin of gluttony, the occasional practice of feast- 
ing is preparation for God's kingdom, 

Because Jesus lved as a Jew faithful to the Old 
Testament, he di participate in various annual Jewish feasts. 
Jesus began His public ministry at a wedding feast, spent 
"ime eating in the homes of sinners lke Zacchaeus, and also 
enjoyed feasting with his fends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus 
In their home. While Jesus did notin in His eating and drinke 
ing, the stufed shit religious types in His day did falsely 
accuse Him of being “a glutton and a drunkard” far enjoying 
the occasional feast (Luke 7:34). 

Other Scriptures speak of the reasons why God de: 
lights in right feasting by His people. Proverbs 9:1-5, far 
example, speaks of the wise woman who throws parties in 
her home so that sinners and simpletons wil be Introduced 
tn wise and godly people, who can mentar them and impart 
Wwisdomto them. In the New Intemational Version ofthe Bible, 
Ecclesiastes 10:19 simply says that “A feast is made for 
laughter" Our good God wants us to enjoy good food with 
goad fiends so that we can have good laughs that leave us 
with good memories. Romans 12:13 also reminds us that all 
af God's people are to practice hosplally so that strangers 
and last people can experience a foretaste of God's kingdom 
over a feast with His people. Simply, by inviting people to our 
table, we are showing the gospel and how God has, through 
Jesus, made His enemies His friends and has invited them to 
dine at His table with Him forever. 

Holy feasting i in many ways prophetic in that it points 
to the end of history when all of God's people wil feast 
together with Jesus C hrt in His lavish kingdom. Revelation 
19:9 describes that feast as the wedding supper of the 
Lamb, which wil be the most satisfying, enjoyable, and 
Worshipful feast that has ever been, Isaiah 25:8-9 serves 
as a glimpse of that day, which inspires us to feast in faith of 
one day enjoying 

a feast of rich food, a feast of wël-aged wine, of 

rich food full of marrow of aged wine wall refined. 

It will be sid on that day “Behold, thisis our God, 

Wwe have walted far him, that he might save us T his 

isthe LORD; we have waited for him; etus be glad 

and rejoicein his ation" iy 


Mark Driscoll is preaching pastor of Mars Hil Church. 
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MARS HILL | ollfdoors 





0797 SCUBA atTitiow Beach 
Swim among the pilings and check out the 
Wien. All Jevels ot experience are welcome 
Janeie Baarspul at jabaarspuldahoa com 
0707 mt. Erie Rock Climbing 
Alliavls of experence are welcome. 
Mies Berkey at mies fii com 
lake Island Kayaking Weekend 
Enjoy camping an padding at this beautiful 
State Park Camping-ony option avaiable. 
‘Thom Booth atthamboothiemsaln com. 
0721 Surfing at Westport 
Spend your day on the beach either surfing, 
ibbdy boarding ar lunging with te group. 
Jess Hopson atjesshopsan@amallcom 
0721 Tolmie Peak Hike 
A great, scenic hike an the Nank of ML Rainer 
Rebecca Jones at jones rebecky@amailcom 
0722 Kayaking at Magnuson Park 
Paddle Lake Washington and see whatit has 
to affet 
Janele Baarspulatjabaarspulgyahoa com. 
0728 Kayaking at Lake Union 
Geta new view of ourlavely city and 
explore houseboats and G asworks Park 
from the water 
‘Thom Booth ai thambeoth@emsaln com. 
0729 Hiking at Schmitz Preserve Park. 
See whats hiding under the Admiral Way 
Bridge and discover a great 
West Seattle easure. 
Melee Lim at mmel@-gmal.com 


07445 





For henian updated and sigandi mitur, 
Dooku at www marshiloutd 
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=E Dying Young’ (from pg. 9) 


‘mom - how much {love you, and how much | love hanging 
‘ut with you. I told you what a beautfl heart you have. 

“You have been trough so much. t said. 

You quicky tumed your head towands me ad said, “Yes” 

“i dont know how you doit” 

“its simple" 

“How do you make simple?" 

But you didn't answer me. You settled down to sleep 
and I stood up to put more wood on the fire and sat in the 
yelow chair, satin the chair for hours, not wanting you to 
get up by yourself. So sat and couldnt fall asleep incase 
you gotup, and kept my eyes open. and you seemed to enjoy 
Testing on the couch instead of your bed for a change. You 
never came out of the studio again, 


The Story of Missing You 
Maybe this & more of a story for you, than your story. And 
anyway, we must move on - we must move forward with our 
Ives and not getali bogged down pouring over artifacts from 
yours, which Ihave done to everyone's dismay: photographs 
of you on every ledge and avaiable surface, so much of your 
art on the walls it looks Ike a one man retrospective. I erag- 
aerate, but stil, i find myself feeling uncomfortable ii put up 
yet another photo | have found - with a smile thats just a bit 
different than the others - because I wonder, wil they think 
‘can't move on? 

Should we tak about letting go? 1 dreamt a demon 
wrapped half of my body in an unbreakable web and hung 
me from the roof of a cage. Seemed so real. In the dream | 
was a mouse, or rat. doninow which Idon'teven know for. 
sure iit was me. In the second dream I am sorting rough 
Your art, sorting and organizing. Sorting at the back of the 
Ted truck. Remember when we drove your paintings to the 
University Hospital in the back of the ald red tuck to show 
the art director? She came out to the parking lot and ied 
out one painting after another, saying, Yes, Oh, Yes - Yes.A 
week iater you had an art show and the hospltal bought one 
af your paintings. 

Alithe while Iprayed for you to be healed; you appeared 
in my dreams to say goodbye. You told me, Good bye, or 
- Y'm going. But what mother would listen to those dreams? 
Allie whi | prayed for you to be healed, God's plan was to 
take you home. 

A fiend once told me the last time he prayed was when, 
at thirteen, he watched his father die in hs ams, He prayed 
"at his father would be okay, and then he died. Whata slap 
in the face; you may think, so much for the power of prayer, 
But you have to go straight to God's sovereignty. My fend. 
went straight to denying God's existence. 

For some reason, your tragedy drew us closer and 
ser to God the worse things became. Ihave been thinking 


OVERFLOW 





about the promise of heaven - and the problem with leaking 
"o the world to make you happy, expecting no hardships or 
disappointments, and feeling cheated when they occu. The 
Bible says in our weakness God ls song, and that God's 
purposes often fufiled through our hardships. He may alow 
hardships in order to accomplish something much more 
important than we wil ever understand while we are here. i 
God is strong through my weakness, then | am making God 
exceedingly strong. 

A week before you passed away, | stood looking out 
"he double doors of your studio. | was tying to talk to you 
about real things. Do you know how hard tis to talk to a 
grown chid you love a chid who you are only going to have 
Tora few more days? You would think you would know what 
things you would want to be sure to say - butyou dant You 
‘ant just keep constantly saying, “love you." Os, 1 wll miss 
youso much” 

| ry to not Inger tao much an regrets and sadness 
- wishing {could have dane mare or said more ~ there is 
always more a person could have said or done. red to be 
strong for you - not all broken down and inconsolable. V e 
al knew how much we would al miss each other, 





The Floating Home 
‘Our Colie dog, Emily, woke me up eariy. Made a patat co 
fe for the thermas and off we went for a walk, We saw the 
P-Patch and three dogs, 

| prayed my husband would get the job as shipwright 
foreman so he wouldnt get lad off every time the work dis- 
appeared, They laid him off inthe moming and gave him the 
foreman job in the afternoon | prayed we would find a good 
Place to Iive and God sent us to this old cedar house on 
Portage Bay. Istep outour cabin door and watch the Pocock 
towers put thelr shells in the water. prayed for my son to get 
better but he didnt | am accepting that I want understand 
everthing 


How did you make iteasy? 
But he was quit and done talking. 
‘And then he was gone. 


1 told your story for two years and then put it down and 
started over, When people ask me, “W hat are you writing?” 
Iteli them, and they dant say anything. They think | need to 
move on. But Iam. This is moving forward. i 


‘The artwork of Tabor Dane Sabin wil be on display at the 
Balard Campus through | uly. Visit taborsabincom to view 
more. Shelley M. Leonard is a member of Mars HII Church 
and attends he Shoreline Campus. 


Extreme Commuters’ (from pg. 15) 


tw grow campuses and plants not just to accommodate 
believers, but to use that core to open new doors and op. 
portunities for localized transformation 

Pastor James also stresses was that, while extreme 
commuting can certainly make it easier to mentally segre. 
gate "church ime" from dall lfe and promote a consumer 
mindset, lt shouldn't stap the gospel from impacting one's 
neighborhood. Disconnect can easily be more mental than 
geographical. f someone is traveling to a Mars Kil Campus 
n Sunday for teaching and training, but involved in their 
neighborhood's community e and their Community Group 
midweek, the gospel can go forward. Some of the Mars Hil 
pastors finished thelr degrees through 





extreme commit 


ing to Portand or Vancouver, getting weekly and monthly 
training far from our primary mission field. The realty s for 
many extreme commuters, Sunday at Mars HIN is Ike a day 
of training for their week, a tp to the gym fora workout that 
wil give them endurance for the mission in ther lacal area. 

There tel is no right or wrong answer to the question 
of whether or not estreme church commuting is a good thing. 
The factis, Jesus has called (or is calling] each of us to a way 
of ife that varies rom person to person, and obedience is a 
matter ofthe heart not the distance. Y 








Sarah Grinnell is a Northwest native and SPU graduate. She 
has writen for TV, radio, non-profits, and local newspapers 





5 Vices Redeemed: Tobacco" (from pg. 17) 


infuence on Lewis's conversion from staunch atheism to 
Christianity. In 1933, the two began to congregate with some 
friends far the smoking of pipes, the drinking of beer, and the 
reading and citiism of each other's work. The group came 
to be known as "the Inklings,” and continued und the sites 
The inings saw the binh of Lewis's Chronicles of Namia 
and Tolkien's Lord of the Rings Trilogy, as well as many of 
Lewis's apologetictheological works. Lewis and Tokien 
both were avid pipe smokers and fascinated with teary 
myth and legend; the enjoyment af the pipe figures heavy 
in their most popular works - as does the contextualzaon 
ofthe Gospel 








Isnt Tobacco All the Same? 
But why pipes and cigars? What's the diference between a 
pipe, a cigar, and a cigarette? Why arent these gatherings 
based on a handful of men and a few packs of Mariboras? 

Fist there's the quay and composition ofthe tabacco. 
Cigarette tobacco i cheaper, lowergrade tobacco, and 
its processed by companies who have historically pushed 
ard to addict their customers. They've added all sorts of 
Chemicals and crap to disguise the poor tobacco and to 
Increase the tkethaod of addition - up to and including 
adding perverse amounts of nicotine. The tobacco in cigars 
and pipes is usually of much higher qualty, and & chosen 
and blended by masters af their craft; the natural quality of 
the tobacco is really important, even if [in the case of some 
blends of pipe tabacco} there are favorings added, 

Thats not to say you can't find cheap pipe tobacco, 
or cheap cigars, that are connected to Big Tobacco or just 
made from low-grade tobacco - but it doesn't take long t 
develop an appreciation for the good stuff. 

Second, there's the delvery method. Cigarettes are 
buit and smoked for an immediate hit of nicotine. Theyre 














smal and sel/-contained, they take a few minutes, and you 
inhale so you can get al that addictive goodness In your 
lungs where it wil do the most harm. A cigar can pack a 
punch, butittakes a long time o smote - an hour ar more, n 
some cases - so is more ofa commitment (which makes or. 
a good opportunity for discussion between friends) 

Wh cigars or pipes, you dontinhale, so whatever nico- 
tine your body absorbs comes much mare slowly, through 
"he mouth. cs not about the kick, is about the enjoyment of 
the tobacco and the enjoyment of your fiends. A pipe hokis 
notmuch more tobacco than a cigarette, but takes about half 
an haur to smoke - so again, slowing daun and enjoying the 
experience i key. 

The pipe also gives those of us who are natural tinker: 
fess someting to do wile we thnk: we can fiddle with our 
pipes, tamp our tobacco, relight.. and it keeps thoughtful 
silence from becoming awkward. 











What Would Jesus Smoke? 
No ireverence intended - if Chíst walked the earth today, 
would he enjoy the occasional pipe or cigar? Those of us 
who enjoy tabacco in the freedom that C hrist provides would 
answer with a resounding yes. And If He were väsiting Mars 
Hil, He'd fnd a lat of company to smoke with. 

Rob Kuchinski puts it nicely: "Perhaps Jesus would 
enjoy a pipe [or cigar] to God's glory. but Jesus enjoyed 
evemthing...so a cigar would hardly be remarkable as a 
thing, any mare than Jesus making a table as a carpenter 
‘might have been, though it would probably be a good table, 
and the most perfect smoked cigar ever.." i 





MH member Graham Stinson is a pipe fanatic and owner 
of Dead Man's Pipes, an online estate pipe shop: www. 
deadmanspipes.com 












CHURCH IS NOT A 
SPECTATOR SPORT. 


Mars Hil Church is a body of 
Jesus believers, and all body 
pants must function. IF you're 
l loolng for a place to 
orvo, hore are some specifie 
Volunteer needs of the moment: 














lard Campus Kitchon Manager: 
heip kaap it stocked far avants lke the Breakfast Club. 
Contact balardamarshilehureh arg 





lard Campus Productions volunteers: sound engineers, 
lighting operators, and powerpoint operators are needed 
heip run Sunday sois. 

Contact markwmarshiichureh org 





Shoreline PowerPoint designer: create slides for display 
uring worship — the oniy pre-requisite is an intsrestin art 
Contact shoreline @marshilehurehorg 





* Summer BBO help: Each Mars Hi campus isin charge 
‘of runing a week Wednesday night) summer BBQ, 
and each requiras a smal army of volunteers to pulit oft- 
Contact your campus” 


Financial Stewards: al camp 
tra halo managing tha aig aftar services. Oniy 
MH members can serve with tis ministry. Contact your 
campus” 


could usa some 











Campus Contacts: balardmarshilchrch 
marshilchurch org, westseztietmar 





‘COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 


Mars Hill Community Groups meet weekly throughout the region. 
Through leaming and accountability C ommunity G roups exist to develop mature 
Christians who wil go outintn their various social networks camying the hope 
ofthe G ospel. For complete group listings, go to marshillchurch.org or 

‘email community@marshillchurchorg 


New Mars Hill Community Groups : PS 


Ballard Monday 6:30pm. 
Led by. Taylor Abel 
Contact: Taylor Abel 
hone: 206.679.2197 
Ema gabelua @qmal.com 


Queen Anne Monday 7pm. 
Led by. Angelo Alard 

Contacts Angelo and Sarah Allard 
Phone: 206-452-7458 

Emal: alaragspuedu 


Redmond Monday 10am 
Led oy: Cecile Phiips 

Contact Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-068-6334 

Emal: meghandosch yahoo.com 
For Women Oniy 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 
tea oy: Zak Gn 
Contact fy erit 

Fone: 20e 42944 
mal: zakandoy@amaicom 


Bothell Tuesday 6:30pm 
Lea by, Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
Phone: 425.398.9490 

Emal: samandbethbarret@ yahoo.com 





Fremont Tuesday 7pm. 
ed by. Brendon Coma 
Contact, Scott Rudat s 
Phone: 206-801-9160 

Emait srudaigamalizom 








Gig Harbor Tuesday 7pm 
fed oy; Paul Ronrbeushh 

Contact Paul nd Tammy Robaugh 
Phone: 252-051 6405 

Ema pau 











iuo rbaugh.com. 


Kenmore Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led by: Ryan Harmaning 
Contact Auth Harmaning 
Plone: 206-790-9820 
Emait harmanmng amalicom 








Magnolia Tuesday 630pm 
Led oy, Jf Wiliams 

Contact e Willams 

Phone: 206-789-0109 

Emal: JefVillamsLaw gaolcom 


Northgate Tuesday 7:30pm. 
Led by Eric Youngblur 

Contact: Eric and Cara Youngblut 

Phone: 2062199125 

malt marshilgecandcara youngblutnet 


B y wow 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm Q 
Led by: Johnathan Kurth E " 
Contact; Jenner Kurth 

none 206-285-0430 Oo € 
Email Jennifer kurth@gmallcam S A 





University District Tuesday 7pm » 
Led by- Zach Shalerose 

Contact, Zach Shalcross. E 
Phone: 206-940-9158 

mall: zshalicross@gmail com 

For Men Ony E 


Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 
ed by. Steve W alsttom B 

Contact: Steve W alstom. 

Phone: 425-205-0925 

Email: stevewgenvronbicom Wem. A 








Mountlake Terrace Wednesday 10am O 
Ted by: Amy Schaeler 

Contact. Amy Schaefer E 
Phone: 425-776-4374 

mal; schaefers 

For Women Only 





verizon.net p bell 


Fremont Thursday 7pm, 
Led by. Linn Wu, Monta Schertznger n 
Contact: Linn Wu 

hone: 206-420-8027 

Emalt Igi Washington edu 
Far Women Only. 


Lynnwood Thursday 6:30pm. 
Led bye Chet Kautman & > 
Contact. Chet kaufman 

Phone: 425-478-9288 d 
Emalt chetkaufmang yahoo.com. D 














Magnolia Thursday Tom. 
Sie oleas t4 
Do ees tle talon x 


Mountlake Terrace Thursday Tpm 














Led by- Bran Landsberger 
Contact. Bran and Weather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-278-7568 

Email trang landsbergercom 


ie valley 

















Ravenna Thursday 7pm 

egy Margaret Pul Elzabeth Ponge 
tacts Margaret Bullit 

Phone: 206-324-4401 ce 


Doe p 
Ballard Friday 6:30pm HN 
Blei ey pap 


Phone: 206-896-1287 
Emale mead aaronggmalicom 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 
Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use ta warship Him by giving t 
the church to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our fames and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us, You may have a ot and you may have a itl, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the frst futs of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 
The Bible says that giving is for Christians and shouid be di 
rected frst to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giing. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
Wwe must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giing. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart wil be also" (Nt 6:21). 


Who should give? 
Christians shouid give faithfuly to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, dont glve-scek to deal with the larger 
Issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concemed about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are ging. God is bulding His 
Kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsiblity, This mission is bigger than 
Just few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness: 
mno matter you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month ora milionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 

+ Place a check or cash in a secure giving boxlocated atthe 
church entrance. 

+ Place a check arcash in an offering basket during serice. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask far ane at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure ging box atthe church 
entrance. 

* Malla check to the Balard Campus (contact the office If 
you would ike some self-addressed envelopes]: 1401 NW 
Leary Way, Seatte, WA 98107 

Online contributions can be given va debit or 
credit card using our secure giing website located at 
www marshillenurch arg 

* Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mall 
‘lvinggamarshillchurch org for more information. 

* Donation of stock is also an option, E-mail giving 
‘marshillchurch arg for more information 


Sincerely Pastor Jamie Munson 
‘Questions, Comments, or Concems, 
emait givingg@marshilchurch.org 


L INFORMATION, 


























































































































Date Budget hing HotGivers Attendance 
May $160,000 $203,708 1 5039 
May13 5160000 5240.196 516 Lr 
May20 $160,000 $167,828 692 sos 
May27 $160,000 5140715 E ass 
june 3 $160,000, $154,638 374 sna 
[June 10 $260,000 5173349 688 [4990 
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FALL 2007 


Featuring author: HAROLD BEST Also speaking: Mars Hill pastors Mark Driscoll & Tim Smith 
Sop. 17 & 18 atthe Ballard Campus | Early registration: $25 at theresurgence.com 
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